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Project Goals

Bolster current tree planting initiatives and urban
forestry practices

Improve understanding of tree canopy value and
presence

Identify opportunities to address inequities in
urban tree canopy cover




Deliverables

Identification of
management best-practices

Written report on
initial findings of
current
socio-economic and
related equity
considerations

Geo-Spatial Analysis of
UTC and Equity

GIS and public tools
to visually represent
current UTC and
addressing inequities

®

Recommendations for
future planting initiatives

Culmination of
results from analysis
and best
management
practices for
consideration
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e Needs for Westminster and other communities:
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Nature-based Solutions (NbS)

Direct greenhouse Carbon Dioxide
gas emissions sequestered and
through combustion respired by plants

Imported
fossil fuels

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

The International Union of
Conservation of Nature defines
the concept of NbS as, “actions
to protect, sustainably
manage and restore natural or
modified ecosystems that
address societal challenges
effectively and adaptively,
simultaneously providing
human well-being and
biodiversity benefits”
(Cohen-Shacham et.al,, 2016).



Benefits of Urban Forests

&

Carbon
Sequestration

Economic
valuation of
stored carbon in
biomass (trees)

OF

Avoided
Stormwater
Runoff

Urban tree
canopies
assisting with
retention of
stormwater
runoff

Social and

Health
Benefits

Less heat related
illnesses,
increase in air

quality,

@

Biodiversity
and Resilience

Support of more
wildlife and
resilience



Key Findings and
N e Takeaways



Project Findings

% Overall Tree Canopy
Cover

12.4%

Overall Tree Equity
Score
77
Carbon Storage Value
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$/Year
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Social
Equity
Maps

Percentage of People of Color Per Census Tract

Percentage of People of Poverty Per Census Tract
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Priority Census Tracts for Tree Planting Initiatives

Findings & Results

—o0 Lafayette

o—

Identified 6 census tracts in which
the city could focus their tree
planting initiatives to address
inequities in tree canopy gaps
Variables for Future
Considerations

o Assessing plantable areas

o Impervious surfaces
Assist in indicating possible
community engagement and
outreach for future tree planting
initiatives.
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Summary

These findings will help
to inform the Urban
Forest Management

Plan and prioritize tree

planting initiatives

Photo credits: Ed Neville

Actionable findings to
work towards climate
resilience, building
equitable urban tree
canopies, exploration
complementing NbSs

Grant opportunities and
community
engagement
opportunities to further
grow tree planting
initiatives




Thanks!

o

Special thanks to Bridger Tomlin, Bryan
McCoy and Scott Brooks at the City of
Westminster, Trust for Public Land and Gretel
Follingstad for assistance and support

Questions? Please contact:

Logan Johnson - l0jo8929@colorado.edu
Bridger Tomlin -
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SOCial Percentage of People of Poverty Per Census Tract
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Urban
Heat
Island
Severity

Percentage of Tree Canopy Cover With Heat Severity
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